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Only afew short yearsago an AK-style
rifle with a short barrel was typicaly a
fairly expensive, custom build. Inthelast
10 years, very short AKs, or “Krinks’ as
they are often referred to, have gained
massive popularity within the US shoot-
ing community. There hasbeen aninflux
of images we see on the daily news of
fighters (both good and bad guys) carry-
ing these short rifles, and combined with
our never-ending affair with custom gun
modification it seems like a logical pro-
gression. Arsenal, Inc. of Las Vegas has
watched this interest build and is proud
to offer their latest addition to the AK
lineup, the SLR-106U. Although manu-
factured in very limited numbers, for the
first time in the USA, a factory Krinkov
rifle can be as close as a simple phone
call away.

If you have been following the pages

L ead photo, above: - Theauthor fir-
ingthe SL R-106U duringrangetest-
ing. Thetiny 8.5-inch barrel had the
visual effect onewould expect of such
a short barrel combined with
5.56x45mm ammo.

Right: The unique rear sight of the
SLR-106U has 2 positions. The set-
ting on the left is used for distances
up to 300 meters. The position on
theright isused from distancesfrom
300to 500 meters. Thelatter setting
would probably be overly optimis-
tic performance to expect with an
8.5-inch barrdl.
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of Small Arms Review over the last 8
months, this newest offering from Arse-
nal, Inc. may not be much of a surprise.
We introduced the Arsenal SLR-106FR
in the February 2007 (SAR \ol. 10, No.
5) issue and the SLR-106CR in the June
2007 (SAR \ol. 10, No. 9) issue. Con-
tinuing to build new innovative designs
in the same, lightning fast pace, we are
extremely pleased to learn of this latest
configuration and are pleased that Arse-
nal, Inc. has chosen Small Arms Review
to introduce it to our readers first.

Like the other Arsenal firearmsin the

Model 106 family, the SLR-106U is
chambered in 5.56x45mm and continues
to have the left-side, folding, polymer
stock. It also utilizesthe same Bulgarian
Mil-Spec stamped receiver and the US-
made fire control group as the others in
the 106 line. The 2-stage trigger that we
first tested in the SLR-106FR and again
in the 106CR is still included in this lat-
est model much to our satisfaction. We
measured the trigger with a Lyman elec-
tronic pull gauge and recorded an aver-
age of an 8.2-pound break on the second
stage with very little movement. Other
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thanthe US pistol grip specifictothisrifle
seriesalmost everything elseisdrastically
redesigned.

Asthe SLR-106U is shipped from the
manufacturer, it has a 16.25-inch ham-
mer-forged, chrome-lined barrel. It has
the standard twist rate of 1 turnin 7 inches
to allow better performance with heavier
ammunition. The 90-degree gas block
and front sight combination is chrome
lined for increased durability. The sight
assembly includes the standard 24mm
right-hand thread to accept several com-
mon 24mm muzzle devices in case the
shooter desires to register the rifle as a
Short Barreled Rifle (SBR) and cut the
barrel to its originally intended length.
(Here at Small Arms Review we knew
what length the readers would be inter-
ested in so we are testing the modified
version with the 8.5-inch barrel in the
first place.) Should the owner decide to
leave therifleinits Title 1 configuration
and keep the 16.25-inch barrel (or livein
an areawhere SBRs are not an option) a
PBS-5, non functional, replica suppres-
sor is available to slide right over the
barrel and attach to the 24mm threads.

As with the other rifles in the Arsenal
lineup, thereisacompanion model avail-
able to the SLR-106U. It is the SLR-
106UR, withtheletter “R” indicating the
addition of ascoperail. Inthiscaseitis
ariveted Warsaw Pact scope rail, which
will not work loose and will accept an
abundance of available scope mounts.

Looking at the many differences be-
tween the 106U and the othersin the 106
family, aside from the barrel on an SBR
variant, the most noticeabl e attributes are
the length of the handguards and gas pis-
ton. The visible portion of the lower
handguard on astandard length AK mea-
sures approximately 6 inches in length.
The same portion of the lower handguard
onthe SLR-106U isalittlelessthan 4.75
inches. The newly designed handguards
are made from high quality polymer and
incorporate stainless steel heat shields.
The raised-rib design is comfortable and
functional and the heat shields did their
job of deflecting heat away from the
hands of the shooter during all our test-
ing.

The bolt carrier itself is slightly modi-
fied although it may not be immediately

noticeable. The diameter of the bolt car-
rier directly behind the gas piston and in
front of the charging handle has been
turned down to a diameter of approxi-
mately 0.566-inches to facilitate the
smaller opening in the hinge block of the
106U. The diameter of an unmodified
bolt carrier in this area is 0.625-inches.
Much more noticeable is the shorter gas
piston of the SLR-106U measuring only
2.25 inches in length compared to the
SLR106F that measures 5.75 inches.

The top cover of the SLR-106U is the
same length asastandard AK variant but
it isfront hinged and not removable. Di-
rectly under the front hinge is a spring-
loaded captive piston that acts asthe rear
latch for the top handguard. After open-
ing the top cover and removing the op-
rod, the top handguard can be removed
by simply lifting it up. Thisisduetothe
shortening of the rear sight block in front
of the barrel trunnion, which no longer
has room for the standard handguard
latch.

Since the rear sight block has been se-
verely shortened, the standard front sight
isno longer utilized. Initsplaceisa2-

Below: An SLR-106 family portrait. On top isthe 106F with a 16.25-inch barrel. In the center isthe 106C with a 12.5-
inch barrel. On thebottom isthe 106U with an 8.5-inch barrel. All modelshave a standard Bulgarian 24mm thread that
will accept a number of available muzzle accessories and are pictured herewith the popular 4-piece muzzle brake.
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position U-notch rear sight that islocated
on thetop cover. Inthefirst positionitis
utilized for distances up to 300 meters.
For distances out to 500 meters it can be
flipped to the second setting. The sight
radius is approximately 9 inches com-
pared to 14.5 inches on a standard length
AK.

The stock of the SLR-106U isthe same
high quality left-side folding stock found
on the others in the SLR-106 lineup.
There are afew interesting features about
the stock that should be of particular in-
terest to fans of the Krink-style rifles.
First, the stock is pinned in place with a
4.5mm hinge pin. Thispin can easily be
tapped out and the stock replaced with a
more traditional triangular metal folder
for amore “original” look and feel. Sec-
ondly, in anticipation of thisstock change,
the 106U has enough US made parts so
the stock needs not be counted towards
922(r) compliance. The rifle contains
only 9 foreign made parts, even counting
the 3 primary magazine parts, the maga-
zine body, magazine follower and maga-
zine floor plate.

RangeTime

All 3 variants of the 106 family were
tested for comparison during this time
with the 106U. Thereisalot of specula-
tion about the loss of muzzle velocity that
isinherent with such ashort barrel, sowe
compared the 16.25-inch version and the
12.5-inch version beside the 8.5-inch ver-
sion of the 106U. Testing was completed
with a PACT MKIV XP Timer & Chro-
nograph using Wolf 62-grain FMJ and
was measured at adistance of 8 feet from
the muzzle. Testing was concluded with
no muzzle device and again with the 4-
piece muzzle brake for comparison.
Three strings of 5 rounds each were mea-
sured, and the average test results are in
theincluded chart. In summary, the fast-
est average muzzle vel ocity measured was
2,739 fps with the 16.25-inch barreled
106F and the lowest was measured with
the 8.5-inch barreled 106U at 2,230 fps.

20-round groupswerefired at distances
of 50 yards and again at 100 yards with
eachrifle. Open sightswere utilized from
abench. Sinceadll riflestested have ari-
fling twist ratio of 1 turn in 7 inches we

Left: Thelittle 8.5-inch barrel per-
formed well at distancesof 50 yar ds
and 100 yards. Due to the short
length of the barrel and short sight
radius, longer distances were not
tested. This 20-round group was
typical of the performance seen at
50yardswith adightly larger group-
ing seen at 100 yards. All testing
utilized Wolf 62-grain FMJ ammo
and was fired with open sightsin a
rapid-firemanor from abench. The
author iscertain that with the assis-
tance of some opticsand a dow fire
regimen, this rifle could shoot sur-
prisingly well for itssize.

used the heavier 62-grain ammo for test
purposes. At 50-yards the 20-round
groups fired averaged around 4.5 inches.
This shooting was done in a rapid-fire
manor. The groups at 100 yards were a
little larger but only dlightly. The 12.5-
inch barreled SLR-106C that we tested
in an earlier issue of Small Arms Review
(Val. 10, No. 9, June 2007) performed
extremely well at both distances as well
as the 16.25-inch SLR-106F. We ex-
pected to see a larger spread in accuracy
between the 106 seriesriflesasthe barrel
lengths were reduced but all were com-
parable when fired under exactly the same
conditions. Maybe for a future issue we
will test the models equipped with the
scope rails with some quality optics and
some match grade ammunition, and see
how theserifles areredlly capable of per-
forming.

While the group sizes showed no enor-
mous changes as the barrels got shorter,
two things that did weigh in much differ-
ently werethe aforementioned muzzle ve-
locity readings and the amount of noise
and flash that increased. Thetarget spot-
ter assisting the writer was quick to speak
up when the 106U came to the bench and
everyone in a reasonable proximity
craned their necks to find out what just
changed on our shooting bench. If the
shorter barreled versions are being fired
from an enclosed area, even one with a
simpleroof and small kneewalls, double
hearing protection may not be abad idea.

Conclusion
In this writer’s opinion, the Arsenal

SLR-106U can besummed upin4 simple
words: |t isabout time! Custom riflesof
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®  The 106U bolt carrier and piston below that of the 106F. The differencein length
necessary for the much shorter mechanism is in the piston only. Thereisalso a
dight differencein the diameter of the bolt carrier directly behind the gas piston.

this type and configuration have been
gaining incredible popularity in the
United States of late, and thisrifle series
has been one of the last to have caught
on. Short Barreled Rifles (SBR) of other
types that were once only available as
custom builds have been increasingly
availableas“factory” gunsinthelast de-
cade. Several companies have been of-
fering short AR-15 type rifles for many
yearsand lately thereareafew H& K type
rifle manufacturerswho have also jumped
on the bandwagon. Itisniceto see Arse-
nal addressing the desires of the die-hard
Kaashnikov fans with their latest offer-
ings, lastly the 8.5-inch barreled SLR-
106U. Although they are shipped from
the manufacturer in a Title 1 configura-
tion, the hardest part of the SBR conver-
sionisfinished. All theend user needsto
do after approval of their BATFE Form 1
is shorten the barrel and they are good to
go. It won't belong that afew enterpris-
ing Title Il Manufacturers will be offer-
ing completed SLR-106U SBRs in the

Center, right: The top cover of the
106U is hinged and functions as a
release lever for the top handguard
retention pin. Unlike a standard
handguard latch, it is held in place
with a spring-loaded captive piston
that isreleased when the hinged top
cover isopened. When thetop cover
is closed the pin is extended as can
be seen in theinset photo.

Bottom, right: Thetiny hinge block
in front of thebarrel trunnion of the
106U above a standard rear sight
block on a 106F. Sincethe spaceis
so limited on the 106U, the rear
sightshad to berelocated to thetop
cover and the top handguard latch
had to be completely redesigned.
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not-so-distant future. If you are a fan of
the Arsenal family of Bulgarian AK vari-
ants and you want something alittle dif-
ferent for your 5.56x45mm collection,
this rifle will fill that open space in the
vault just fine. Be forewarned though,
an 8.5-inch 5.56x45mm rifleis an atten-
tion-getter at the range, especially around
dusk. It is as stimulating to the audio
senses asthe visual sensessoitishard to
conceal as a “regular rifle.” Because of
this extraattention, you will need to make
sure you have plenty of extra ammo for
your friends, both old and new.

Sources

Arsenal, Inc
Dept. SAR
5015 W. Sahara, Ave., Ste 125
LasVegas, NV 89146 USA
Ph: (888) 539-2220
www.arsenalinc.com

Wolf Per formance Ammunition
Dept. SAR
1225 North Lance Lane
Anaheim, CA 92806
Ph: (888) 757-WOLF
www.wolfammo.com

PACT, Inc.
Dept. SAR
PO. Box 535025
Grand Prairie, TX 75053
Ph: (800) 722-8462
WwWW.pact.com

m

Visit us on line at: www.smallarmsreview.com

Muzzle Velocity Testing

Rifle/ SLR-106F SLR-106C SLR106U
Barrel Length 16.25-inch 12.5-inch 8.5-inch
No Muzzle

Device 2,716 fps 2,605 fps 2,250 fps
*Average 2,726 fps 2,615 fps 2,274 fps
*High / Low 2,702 fps 2,594 fps 2,236 fps
4-Piece Muzzle

Brake 2,729 fps 2,615 fps 2,277 fps
*Average 2,739 1ps 2,623 fps 2,290 fps
*High / Low 2,723 1ps 2,608 fps 2,268 fps

Test data collected with the PACT MKIV XP chronograph and timer. Ammo utilized was Wolf

Performance Ammunition, .223 Remington, 62-grain FMJ.

averaged 68 degrees Fahrenheit.

Temperatures during testing

Technical SpecificationsAs Tested
Arsenal SLR-106U SBR

Caliber:
Overall Length:
Folded Length:
Barrel Length:
Barrel Rifling:
Sights:

Front:

Rear:
Sight Radius:
Weight (No Magazine):
Receiver Construction:
Point of Manufacture:
Point of Assembly:
Finish:

MSRP: (with 16.25-inch barrel):

5.56x45mm

26.75 inches (679mm)

17.25 inches (438mm)

8.5 inches (215mm)

6-grooves, 1in 7 inches (1 in 178mm)

Adjustable hooded post

L-Shaped notch with 2 settings.

9 inches (240mm)

5 pounds 11 ounces (2.58 Kg)

1mm, stamped receiver

Bulgaria

LasVegas, NV, USA

Phosphate Treated and finished with black
baked-on paint asused in all Bulgarian
commercial production.

$999.00

The SLR-106U with the stock folded. Thistiny package mea-
sures barely over 19 inches in this configuration including the

4-piece muzzle brake. The left-side folding stock allows full
operation in the closed position shown.
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